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Gentle reader, 

The hero of the book I have ventured to place 
before you is not a mythological, but historical personage 
that lived in India, the land of great saints and sages, more 
than four centuries ago. He was a great genius and an 
adept in Sanscrit Grammar and Logic* He was also a 
formidable debater, who could humble the greatest and 
most renowned scholars of his time in oral controversies; 
Gauranga's brilliant parts and' depth of learning are, by 
themselves, enough to rouse your interest ; but this was 
. only the human side of Gauraugg,. 

There was a higher, nobler, and I have no hesi- 
tation to say, a divine phase of the individual, which exer- 
cised a mysterious influence upon those that came in con- 
tact with him and forced them into the belief that he was 
ah incarnation of Sri Krishna, who, * they thought, re- 
appeared in a gold-coloured body as Gauranga. 

He came to the world to cleanse and vivify a 
decaying society and resuscitate the dying lhakthi \\\ the 
heart of the worldling; and this he did in a manner which 
no mortal could imitate. It is why he was and is, to this 
day, considered an avatar. The blessed men who are born 
from time to time to restore the moral and spiritual equilib- 
rium of a community, weighed down with sin and cfir- 
ruption, are rightly regarded as avatars ; and none would 
deny Gauranga a place among them. 

He was the fulfilment of the genuine supplication^ 
of a few sincere bkakthas, who hud devoutly prayed for 
another advent of Sri Krishna. His was a work of repair* 
ing and reviving, not one of destroying and substituting. 
The manifestation of suporhuman powers in converting tha 




worst specimens of humanity into staunch devotee^ 
Krishna, and the performance of miracles, such as 
healing of the sick by touch, look and word, and the 
ning. over to his side the most chronic cases of dep 
and scepticism, with his bewitching presence and a 
overflowing with the 'milk of human kindness* and s 
love, should justify the elevation of Gauranga above* 
level of man. 

God in flexsh, he was now Radha the worship 
now Sri Krishna, the Worshipped, His pilgrimage 
Gaya, where he beheld the lotus-feet of Vishnu i\\ 
sacred temple, \vas the turning point of his life. It elm*} 
a naughty lad and proud savant into the meekest of bkftktA 
The tears of lhakthi washed away the human and loft 
divine in him to work the many wonders detailed m 
book. 



Books like this may not add a pie to your i 
nor contribute in the least to worldly advancement, I>xit 
will, by no means, be unwelcome companions in moments, 
when you long for relief from the surfeit of worldly plea- 
sures or deliverance from the troubles and turmoils of life 
which come to man in spite of his best efforts to gtxaixl 
against them. They come to pour a soothing balm upou 
your mind oppressed with gnawing cares and give you. a 
foretaste of a better and happier existence* 

Lord Gauranga taught more by example than "by 
precept, and- conquered evil rather by love than four tncl 
fight. Tears dissolved the sins of the most hardtmod wretoli; 
the loving look melted the most pitiless and stubborn hostrt; 
and the divine touch transformed the blackest winner into* 
the purest saint and bhaktha. For the behoof of hi* dlsoi- 
ples he became an ideal bhaktha himself, and it neotU* no 



2 

worst specimens of humanity into staunch devotees of 
Krishna, and the performance of miracles, such as the ' 
healing of the sick by touch, look and word, and the win- 
ning over to his side the most chronic cases of depravity 
and scepticism, with his bewitching presence and a heart 
overflowing with the 'milk of human kindness* and selfless 
love, should justify the elevation of Gauranga above the 
level of man. 

God in flesh, he was now Radha the worshipper, 
now Sri Krishna, the Worshipped. His pilgrimage to 
Gaya, where he beheld the lotus-feet of Vishnu in the 
sacred temple, \vas the turning point of his life. It changed 
a naughty lad and proud savant into th e meekest of bhafit h as. t 
The tears of bhakthi washed away the human and left the 
divine in him to work the many wonders detailed in this 
book. 

Books like this may not add a pie to your income, 
nor contribute in the least to worldly advancement, but 
will, by no means, be unwelcome companions in moments, 
when 3 r ou long for relief from the surfeit of worldly plea- 
sures or deliverance from the troubles and turmoils of life 
which come to man in spite of his best efforts to guard 
against them. They come to pour a soothing balm upon 
your mind oppressed with gnawing cares and give you a 
foretaste of a better and happier existence. 

Lord Gauranga taught more by example than by 
precept, and- conquered evil rather by love than fear and 
fight, Tears dissolved the sins of the most, hardened wretch; 
the loving look melted the most pitiless and stubborn heart; 
and the divine touch transformed the blackest sinner into' 
the purest saint and bhaktha. For the behoof of bis disci- 
ples he became an ideal bkaktha himself, and it needs no 



saying, that he acted his part with consummate skill. 



To those who believe neither in a before nor in a 
beyond, or covet nothing more than the gifts of this world, 
"Gauranga's life" may not be of much benefit; but to one 
whose aims and ideals of life transcend the pleasures of the 
sense and the intellect, I have no doubt that it will do 
some useful service. 

Mr. Shi shir Kumar Ghose, a distinguished author 
and a great bkaktka himself, has written the biography in 
choice English prose under the title of 'Lord Gauranga or 
Salvation for all' with materials gathered from the several 
Sanscrit and Bengali wo^ks extant on the great man, . He 
got it printed and published at the 'Patrika' office Calcutta, 
in two parts, of the first of which and two chapters of the 
second my humble work is a free rendering into Telugu 
verse. I have put it into verse advisedly ; for poetry is 
certainly a more fitting garb for bhatthi than prose. 

If I am spared, and if this part meets with any 
appreciable degree of public recognition, in other words, if 
you, my friend, do not feel it out of date, and one too 
many in the growing modern Telugu literature, I shall, 
God willing, also attempt the translation of the rest of 
Part II and complete the woik. 

I trust the greatness of the hero, coupled with 
your kind indulgence will cover the many defects of my 
translation. May yon feel the soul-uplifting and sanctify- 
ing touch of Lord Gauranga and have in abundance the 
blessings of lhakthi and eternal joy from Him I Good-bye 1 



PlTHAPURAM. 



10-5-1912. 



Your well-wishing, 
K, NAEASIMHAM. 
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VI. 

You have put into beautiful Telngu verse the 
teachings of an Indian sage whose sublime religious philo- 
sophy has won the admiration of distinguished men like 
ihe late Prof. Max Muller. We have in Sanscrit a large 
irifetber of bboks on religion, but most of them do not suit 
people who msh to ^udy 
sectarian point of view* As 
religious philosophy of a man who was a typical Hindu 
Yogce, it deserves to be read by those who would have an 
idea of religion as understood and practised by one of the 
greatest of Indians in modern times 




* * 



VIJIANAGABAM. 1 K. Kamanujachari Garu, 

25-11-1904. / M. A.B.I,, 




* * ** # * * 



VII. 

I congratulate you ou the simple and sweet way 
iu which you havo written the verses. Let me hope this 
will !w thtf first, of a .scrieft of useful books from your pen* 
Kor such a long timu you have been rather silent* Silence 
tm Uw T jiftrt of a gentleman of your abilities is not at all 



* * * % f ** 



i/AANAUAKAM, 1 

Ifi~l<Mi>lM. J 



It Vonkatasivuclu Garu, 

J J * A *. Jj JL * 



* t > at* ** 



vm. 

Your Life and Teachings of Uama Krishna Pa- 
rumalwmsu to hand, T havo gone through a groat portion 
of the book carufnlly and I must way that I could not help 
admiring tho simplicity and chastity of its diction, Your 
book haa been purposely writtea in the " New style" in - 
rtiiguMtoiI by Kao Bahadur K, Voorasalmgam garu than 
whom no ouo has dono more in recent times for the im- 
provement of Tdugu litoratero 

I am ^hwl l.o observe that your refined taste has en- 
abled you t.o sttun* clear of all tiresome conventionalities 
and to jmiKimt a handy book to tho public in a lucid and 

language. 




* ** 



141-1004, j 



(>. Gangadhara Somayajulu Garu, 



l~n~1004, I M. A. B. L. 



* * * * * * 



IX. 

Krishna Row garu gave mo the other clay the 
copy that yon sent me through him, of the A Life and 
TeAokingfl of Srimat I\iramahamsa Rama Krishna" which 
41 



8 



you had so excellently done into Telugu poetry. It has 
given me no small pleasure to read the life of the true 
Mahatman of Dakshineswar, the greatest saint of modern 
times which India and India alone as mother of religion, 
h&d the privilege of bearing even in these days of rank 
materialism, in such sweet and flowing verse as yours ; ancL 
you have laid the Telugu reading public under a deep det>t 
of gratitude by enabling them to read such an ennobling 
and soul-lifting life in their own vernacular 

Ntrzvnx \ K, Sudarsana Row garu, 

9-10-1904. f B. A. L. T, 







I have gone through the book carefully and I 
am much pleased with the simple and elegant style you 
adopted all through. You have done good service to the 
religious public; and' I trust your labours will meet with 
commensurate compensation. Trusting that the booklet 
will command a rapid sale, and you will be incited to do 
further good in the field you have chosen 

NUZVID, V - S. Venkoba Eow garu, 

"26-10-1904. J ' " B. A. B. u 



XL ;,. 

Please excuse me for the delay in acknowledging 
receipt of your excellent work. I went through portions 
of it, and I find ifc written in good, clear style* I hope it 
will be largely read by the Telugu public, who are sure to 
find it very useful. The life of such a great saint must of 
course have very good effect 

BA JAHMUHDRY. 1 N. Durgayya garu, 

18-2-1905. / B, A. 



* ( * * 



/p>niJL JL * --. - - 

I thank you for the copy you have kindly sent 
mo, which so far as I have perused is very delightful read- 
ing. I congratulate you both on the happy choice of your 
subject and the very excellent manner in which you have 
executecHhe task 

, kASULA. \ C. Bhanumurti garu, 

20-10-1904, j B - A * L ', T - 
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